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Abstract

Family companies participate in corporate social responsibility activities to maintain their
socio-emotional wealth. However, they are also interested in tax avoidance activities due to
economic benefits and high agency conflict between minor and major shareholders.
Therefore, the purpose of the present study is to investigate the moderating role of family
ownership as one of the ownership structures on the relationship between social
responsibility and corporate tax avoidance. The research hypotheses are tested by using a
sample consisting of 126 companies listed on the Tehran Stock Exchange during the years
2014 to 2018. The results of the study, according to stakeholder theory, show that there is a
significant negative relationship between social responsibility and tax avoidance.The
results also showed that family ownership, in accordance with the socioemotional wealth
theory and alignment of interests between managers and owners has less agency issues in
it. Family ownership as moderating variable exacerbates the negative relationship between
social responsibility and corporate tax avoidance. Also, the results of the sensitivity
analysis test showed that the use of alternative criteria to measure tax avoidance also has
no effect on the main results of the research and the results of the research are robust. The
present study, while answering the research questions, seeks to understand the role of
social commitment in the field of tax savings methods and also to examine the moderating
role of family ownership in this field and will show what effect family ownership has on
the economic and moral behavior of companies; As a scientific achievement, this issue can
provide useful information to users of accounting information.
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